Therapeutic Jurisprudence Seminar – Adjunct Professor, Judge Leta Parks, will teach this non-paper experimental seminar. This course will address the impact of the adversarial model of dispute resolution on litigants. New models of dispute resolution that allow the lawyer to act as a healing agent will be examined. Special emphasis will be given to the emotional, financial and psychological affects of judicial intervention on families who are involved in marital dissolutions. Current trends in jurisprudence will be explored, including the use of multi disciplinary techniques to resolve family issues, collaborative law, drug courts and community-court partnerships. Potential ethical conflicts, professionalism, creative problem solving and counseling skills will be studied. Students will be expected to participate in problem solving practice skills sessions, make classroom presentations, file a report for presentation to the class and submit a final paper exploring the potential and problems of incorporating therapeutic jurisprudence into the Family Law, Civil and Criminal Court Systems. The final grade will be based on participation in required project requirements.

