New Trends in 21st Century Lawyering

COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE OVERVIEW

This course will address the impact of the adversarial model of dispute resolution on litigants.  New models of dispute resolution that allow the lawyer to act as a healing agent will be examined.  Special emphasis will be given to the emotional, financial and psychological affects of judicial intervention on families who are involved in marital dissolutions.  Current trends in jurisprudence will be explored including the use of multi disciplinary techniques to resolve family issues, collaborative law, drug courts and community-court partnerships.  Potential ethical conflicts, professionalism, creative problem solving and counseling skills will be studied.

The first half of the course will address the history of the adversarial model, the evolution of new methods of dispute resolution, theory of therapeutic jurisprudence and ethical and professional issues.  The second half will introduce case studies for the students to practice newly acquired therapeutic lawyering skills.

READING MATERIAL

Practicing Therapeutic Jurisprudence.  Dennis P. Stole, David B. Wexler, Bruce Winik

PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

During the second half of the course the students will be expected to participate in problem solving practice skills sessions, make classroom presentations, file a report for presentation to the class and submit a final paper (minimum 5 pages) exploring the potential and problems of incorporating therapeutic jurisprudence into the Family, Civil and Criminal Court Systems.  A visit to a drug court or family intervention court will be required during the semester.

8/16
Assignment 1

Can lawyers be Peacemakers as well as Gladiators?


Practicing Therapeutic Jurisprudence Chapter   15 pp. 449 – 464

8/23
Assignment 2

The Comprehensive Law Movement


Practicing Therapeutic Jurisprudence pp. 465 – 492

8/30
Assignment 3

Redefining the Role of Counsel


Practicing Therapeutic Jurisprudence Chapter   10 pp. 245 – 305


Practicing Therapeutic Jurisprudence Chapter   11 pp. 309 – 324

9/13
Assignment 4

Ethical, Evidentiary and Conflict of Interest Issues


Therapeutic Jurisprudence Binder
Section 1

9/20
Assignment 5

An Interdisciplinary Approach to Family Law


Therapeutic Jurisprudence Binder
Section 2

9/27
Assignment 6

Therapeutic Strategies for Children of Divorce


Practicing Therapeutic Jurisprudence Chapter   6 pp. 161 – 185


Therapeutic Jurisprudence Binder
Section 3

10/4
Assignment 7

Collaborative Law


Practicing Therapeutic Jurisprudence Chapter   7 pp. 187 – 206


Guest Speaker – Norma Trusch

10/11
Assignment 8

Can lawyers help prevent problems before they occur?


Practicing Therapeutic Jurisprudence Chapter   5 pp. 113 – 160


Practicing Therapeutic Jurisprudence Chapter   8 pp. 207 – 234

10/18
Assignment 9

What is the role of the Judge in a Therapeutic System?


Therapeutic Jurisprudence Binder
Section 4

10/25
Assignment 10
Communicating in an Emotionally Charged Situation


#### Selection of Topic for Final Paper Due ####


Practicing Therapeutic Jurisprudence Chapter   3 pp. 69 – 79


Practicing Therapeutic Jurisprudence Chapter   12 pp. 327 – 355


Guest Speaker – Richard Lucas

11/1
Assignment 11
Helping Society as well as the Criminal Defendant


Practicing Therapeutic Jurisprudence Chapter   9 pp. 237 – 244

11/8
Assignment 12
Working with Juveniles in a Therapeutic System


Therapeutic Jurisprudence Binder
Section 5

11/15
Assignment 13
The Psychology of Compensation – TJ and Torts


Therapeutic Jurisprudence Binder
Section 6


From Law in a Therapeutic key Chapter 22 pp 433 – 465

11/22
Assignment 14
TBA

