COURSE DESCRIPTION:  (borrowed extensively from Robert Madden’s course offered at U. Conn . Qunnipiac and U.Conn  held joint classes this semester and collaborated on speakers, trips and discussion sessions.)
Therapeutic Jurisprudence is an interdisciplinary approach to law that focuses on the impact of legal rules, processes and institutions on people's emotional lives and psychological well-being. Using this perspective, the course examines recent developments in several areas, including collaborative divorce law; the establishment of drug treatment, domestic violence, mental health and other specialized courts; preventive law; procedural and restorative justice; and alternative dispute resolution. Readings draw from a variety of disciplines. The course challenges traditional conceptions of the lawyer’s role by suggesting a different metric for assessing “success” in the practice of law.   
REQUIRED TEXTS:
Winick, B. J. & Wexler, D. B.  (2003).  Judging in a therapeutic key.  Durham, NC:  Carolina Academic Press.

The Sweet Hereafter  by Russell Banks 
Course Handouts/Supplement

Additional  readings for this course come from journal and law review articles.Cites will be posted on the Blackboard course site under course documents. 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS:

Evaluation Criteria:

1. The course is a true seminar course which assumes that all present have read the materials and are prepared to discuss the issues.    Because most of the learning in a seminar course occurs in the classroom, attendance is mandatory. Students who miss more than one class should expect a grade penalty. Class attendance, preparation, participation:  25% of grade
2. Students will  sign up to lead the seminar discussion  throughout seven  class sessions.  Two students will be responsible to serve as seminar leaders in each of these sessions.  Each seminar leader will prepare a brief (2-4 page) Reaction Paper discussing and analyzing the readings for the class session.  In addition, each seminar leader will prepare a discussion question or case scenario to explore the material for that class session.  You are encouraged to consider possible objections/concerns to using a therapeutic jurisprudence approach in the area of practice covered by the readings.  The two student seminar leaders should collaborate to make sure that the content for the class session is covered without repetition.  The reaction paper, question/case scenario must be posted online to Blackboard no later than Tuesday prior to the scheduled class session.
Seminar Leadership:  25% of grade.

3. A final paper is due at the final class session.  Each student will select an area of the law and analyze its potential for application of principles of therapeutic jurisprudence.  Papers should review current literature and may include interviews/visits to programs if desired.  Paper topics should be discussed with Professor prior to writing.  Expected paper length:  12-15 pp.
Due:  Final Class, April 23
Term Paper:  50% of grade.

Class #1  January 15
Introduction to therapeutic jurisprudence; review of course materials and assignments; Discussion of the culture of lawyering and the presence of options.

Please review the contents of the website for the International Network on Therapeutic Jurisprudence  (http://www.law.arizona.edu/depts/upr-intj/)


David B. Wexler, Therapeutic Jurisprudence: An Overview." 17 Thomas M. Cooley L. Rev. 125, (2000).

            The Sweet Hereafter by Russell Banks 

Class #2  January 29

Therapeutic Jurisprudence and its applications

Christopher Slobogin, Therapeutic Jurisprudence Five Dilemmas to Ponder.  1 

Psychology, Public Policy and Law 193 (1995).

Claire B. Steinberger, Persistence and Change in the Life of the Law:  Can Therapeutic Jurisprudence Make a Difference? 27  Law and Psych. Rev. 55 (2003). 
Class #3  February 5
Preventive law

Bruce J. Winick, The expanding Scope of Preventive Law, 3 Florida Coastal Law Journal 189 (2002).

Stolle, et. al.  Integrating Preventive Law and Therapeutic Jurisprudence:  A Law and Psychology –Based Approach to Lawyering, 34 Cal. W. L. Rev. 15 (1997).

          Practicing Therapeutic Jurisprudence: Psycholegal Soft Spots and Strategies;

Better Legal Counseling Through Empirical Research: Identifying Psycholegal Soft         Spots and Strategies  (hand-out)   
Class #4  February 19

Procedural justice and Interpersonal Skills

Judging Text, 129- 164
           Public Trust and Procedural Justice (Hand-out)
Class #5  February  26th  
Alternative dispute resolution

Dorothy W. Nelson, Lecture:  Which Way to True Justice?  Appropriate Dispute 


Resolution (ADR) and Adversarial Legalism.  83 Neb. L. Rev. 167 (2004).

Mediation Theory and Skills
Kathy Douglas & Rachael Field, Looking for Answers to Mediation’s Neutrality 


Dilemma in Therapeutic Jurisprudence.  

Class #7  March 5

Specialized Courts:  Applied Therapeutic Jurisprudence
           (on this day we will be taking a field trip to Bronx Community Services- We will be spending the entire day at the court. Please come prepared to pepper the attorneys, social workers and judges with whom we will be meeting with questions regarding the unique roles they play at this community court)


Judging Text, pp. 13-93 Examples of problem solving courts in action

Pages 13-93 consist of  Newspaper and Article excerpts detailing therapeutic jurisprudence- inspired innovations in various court systems,. Please select and read three excerpts–and be prepared to discuss their content in class.

Class #8  March 19

Family law

Julie Macfarlane, Experiences of Collaborative Law: Preliminary Results from the Collaborative Lawyering Research Project, 2004 J. Dis. Res. 179, 181 (2004)

Susan Apel, Collaborative Law: A Skeptic’s View 
Review Colorado Ethics opinion on Collaborative Law 

Review material at Collaborative Law Website, http://www.collaborative-law.ca/
Class #9  April 3

Mental health law
In the Matter of the Mental Health of K.G.F., 2001 MT 140 (2001).  http://www.law.arizona.edu/depts/upr-intj/
High Conflict Personalities 
           Excerpt from High Conflict People in legal Disputes (handout)

         Class #10 April 10

Criminal Law 

           Debate Between David Wexler and Mae Quinn (Handout) 
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