INDIANA UNIVERSIRY SCHOOL OF LAW – INDIANAPOLIS
THERAPEUTIC JURISPRUDENCE SOCIETY

CONSTITUTION

Preamble

We the students of Indiana University School of Law – Indianapolis, in order to fully understand and promote the principles, procedures, and practice of Therapeutic Jurisprudence, do hereby ordain and establish the Therapeutic Jurisprudence Society of Indiana University School of Law – Indianapolis.

Article I

Name

Section 1 – The name of this organization shall be the “Therapeutic Jurisprudence Society”, also known as the “Indiana University – Indianapolis Therapeutic Jurisprudence Society” or “TJS”, hereinafter referred to as the “Society”.

Section 2 – The term for which the Society is organized is perpetual.

Article II

Purposes

The purposes of the Society are as follows:

1. Provide information and exposure about the concepts embodied in therapeutic jurisprudence.

2. Encourage members of the legal community to incorporate therapeutic jurisprudence into their practice by bringing insights from the behavioral sciences – psychology, social work, criminology and the like – into the law and to be aware of the law’s impact on emotional life.
3. Provide its members with information about regional and national conferences, seminars, and other activities dealing with therapeutic jurisprudence.

4. Promote the ethical practice of therapeutic jurisprudence thereby protecting the integrity of the profession.

Article III

Powers

The Society shall have all the powers necessary, appropriate, or convenient for accomplishing its purpose, including the power to receive, acquire, and dispose of funds and other property, to accept grants in aid of its purposes, to enter into agreements, to elect and expel (for good cause) officers, make reimbursement for services rendered or expenses incurred on behalf of the Society, to convene meetings of members, to register copyrights, and generally to exercise the powers given by law.

Article IV

Membership

Section 1 – Any person who is a student in good standing at the Indiana University School of Law – Indianapolis shall be eligible for membership into the Society.

Section 2 – Applicants for membership shall submit an application along with the requisite annual fee.  Thereafter, dues shall be paid annually.

Section 3 – Applicants for membership shall automatically become members at the close of their first attended Society meeting pending their application has been submitted and their annual fee paid.

Article V

Senate of the Indiana University – Indianapolis Therapeutic Jurisprudence Society
Section 1 – The Senate of the Society shall consist of all Society members who are in good standing

Section 2 – The Senate shall have the power to elect new officers, approve any appropriation over $100, approve any agreements between the Society and any other group requiring the expenditure of funds, vote on amendments to this Constitution, vote to expel member(s) for good cause, vote to impeach officer(s) for good cause and any other matter which the Executive Board may present to the Senate.
Section 3 – All Senate members are encouraged to serve on at least one standing committee.  The Directors of each standing committee shall be appointed simultaneously by the Executive board.  The Directors shall then become part of the Executive Board.

Article VI

Officers

Section 1 – The officers of the Society shall be President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Student Bar Association (“SBA”) Representative, and Directors of each committee.  All officers shall hold office from the April meeting, in accordance with Article X Section 1 of this Constitution, until their duly elected successors take office.  No officer shall serve more than one term in the same office.  Officers shall serve without compensation and must be active members of the Society.

Section 2 – A vacancy in an elective office, excluding the President, shall be filled, for the remainder of the unexpired term, by a majority vote of the Senate.  In the case of a vacancy of the President, the Vice-President shall assume the role as President as a new Vice-President shall be elected by the Senate.  However, if less than two months remain in the unexpired term, the Executive Board shall fill the vacancy by appointment.

Article VII
Powers and Duties of Officers

Section 1 – The President shall preside at all Senate and Executive Board meetings, supervise all Society activities, and shall perform all other duties incidental to the Office of President.

Section 2 – The Vice-President shall, in the absence of the President, perform the duties of the President.

Section 3 – The Secretary shall be responsible for taking minutes of all Senate and Executive Board meetings, mailing announcements or notes, and performing any other duties designed by the President or the Executive Board.

Section 4 – The Treasurer shall collect and pay out all Society funds as directed by the Executive Board and the Senate, deposit funds in the depository chosen by the Executive Board, keep account(s) open at all times to inspection by any Senator, Officer, or the Faculty Advisor, render accounts of the Society’s transaction and financial condition at each scheduled meeting, submit an annual written report at the April meeting and perform any other duties designated by the President or the Executive Board.


Section 5 – The Directors shall supervise and perform the duties of the corresponding committees.

Section 6 – Any member of the Executive Board may be removed from office for failure to attend an unreasonable amount of meetings or to effectively participate in the Society.  Removal shall ensue by the Executive Board whenever 70 percent of the Board vote in favor of such removal.


Section 7 – Whenever a Board or committee member is absent from an applicable meeting, the present members, upon a unanimous agreement, shall have the power to assign related duties to the absentee.

Article VIII
Executive Board

Section 1 – The Executive Board shall consist of the five elected officers and the Directors of each standing committee.  The faculty advisor shall act as consultant to the Executive Board and the Society.  The Executive Board shall be responsible for the management of all Society activities, subject to Senate approval as required by this Constitution.

Section 2 – Executive Board meetings shall be held at times and places as the executive Board shall decide, and each Board member shall receive at least 48 hours notice from the Secretary.  A majority of the Executive Board shall constitute a quorum.

Article IX
Meetings

Section 1 – Regular meetings of the Society shall be held on a monthly basis, determined by the Executive Board.  The Executive Board reserves the right to cancel a regular meeting at least one (1) week in advance.

Section 2 – Special meeting of the Society shall be held at any time by the President or the Executive Board or by a signed petition of ten (10) Senators at least 48 hours in advance of the special meeting.

Section 3- The annual meeting of the Society to introduce the incoming officers shall be held at the second week in April.

Section 4 A quorum shall consist of the majority (at least three Senators) of the total number of members in the Society.

Article X

Elections

Section 1 – With the exception of the first election to be held at the organizational meeting for the Society, the election of officers of the Society shall take place during the first week of April.  The officers-elect shall take office at the annual meeting.
Section 2 – At a meeting in February, the Executive Board shall announce the names of the members of the Election Committee and describe their duties.  At the regular meeting in March the nominees for the Executive Board positions shall introduce themselves and their agenda to the Senate.

Section 3 – Voting in all contested races shall be by secret ballot.  Fifty (50) percent plus one of the votes cast shall constitute a majority for election.  If a majority is not obtained on the first ballot, the two candidates receiving the most votes shall be candidates in a run-off election.

Article XI

Standing Committees

Section 1 –The standing committees of the Society shall be as follows: Speakers; Publicity; Activities; and Fund-Raising.  However, this section shall not prohibit the creation of ad hoc committees necessary for the operation of a special event as determined by the Executive Board.  Nor shall this section prevent the formation of any additional committee.

Section 2 – The Executive Board shall appoint Directors to all standing and ad hoc committees.

Section 3 – Senators may serve on the committee(s) of their choice until the end of the committee’s term.
Article XII

Amendments

Section 1 – All proposed amendments to this Constitution shall be submitted in writing to the Secretary at any regular meeting, at which time it shall be read to the members.

Section 2 – Notice of the amendments shall be given to all Senators at least one week prior to the next regular meeting at which time the Senate shall vote upon the amendments.

Section 3 – The Constitution shall be amended by a two-thirds vote of the Senators present and voting at any regular meeting provided that the amendment has been approved by a majority of the Executive Board.  However, the Executive Board approval shall not be necessary if three-fourths of the Senators sign a petition showing their intent to vote for the proposed amendment.
Section 4 – Amendment to this Constitution may be accomplished by revision of this document, by an Addendum thereto, or as the Executive Board may approve under the particular circumstances.

Adopted this _____ day of -__________, 2004

