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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course studies the school of legal thought called Therapeutic Jurisprudence (“TJ”, as it is commonly known).  It examines the psychological and physical effects of the legal system on the people it affects.  The course asks whether the law—both civil and criminal--can function as a therapeutic agent, and if so, how its social impact can be improved.  This is an appropriate course of study for anyone interested generally in the law, and particularly for anyone who plans a law-related career, especially in a field which involves mental health issues.  It is important to understand the therapeutic impact of the law, so that it can be effectively and fairly administered.

The course will use Law in a Therapeutic Key, by Wexler and Winick, as a basic text.  Selected chapters of the text will be assigned and supplemented with additional readings which will be provided or obtainable from the Internet.   Students will maintain a loose-leaf binder for supplementary material.  Videotapes will be used and a film will be viewed.  Students will make at least one visit to a courtroom and also interview a legal practitioner in the community.  

EXPECTATIONS AND GRADING:

Brief class presentations and written assignments will be expected.  Students must attend every class session, and attendance will be taken at each class.  Missing more than one-half class is considered missing the class.  One class session during the term will consist of an outside assignment and report, which may be done on the student’s own time during a two-week period.  A visit to a drug treatment court, followed by a report, will be required. Brief writing assignments (up to two pages double spaced) may be made, and each student will make one brief oral presentation in class.

This class emphasizes student participation and original thought.  Therefore everyone is expected to read every assignment and to contribute to class discussion. The instructor reserves the right to lower a student’s overall grade by up to a grade increment for failure to attend or participate.  For example, if in the instructor’s discretion a student does not meet these expectations, his or her grade could be lowered from a “B” to a “CB“. 

Syllabus—Therapeutic Jurisprudence

Winter, 2002

Western Michigan University

Grades will be determined as follows:


Final exam


25%


Class presentation(s) 
            20%


Practitioner interview/report   20%


Court attendance/report
20%



Written assignments

15%

Students interested in earning extra credit may present ideas for appropriate additional outside assignments, which will be discussed with the student and, if approved by the instructor, considered.  Students are expected to be aware of the code of conduct in the student handbook.  Students are also responsible for making themselves aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the undergraduate catalogue.  Cheating or any other act of dishonesty will not be tolerated.
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