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Summary of Conference Presentation 
 
 
There are multiple, complex inter-linkages between the tourism economy and climate change.  
With its close connections to the environment and climate itself, tourism is considered to be a 
climate-sensitive economic sector similar to agriculture, insurance, energy, and transportation.  
Climate defines the length and quality of many types of tourism seasons and plays a major role 
in destination choice and tourist spending. Climate affects a wide range of the environmental 
resources that are critical attractions for tourism in many destinations, such as wildlife 
productivity and biodiversity, water levels and quality, and snow conditions. Climate similarly 
has an important influence on environmental conditions that can deter tourists, including 
infectious disease, wildfires, insect or water-borne pests and extreme events.  It is the response 
of tourists to the complexity of destination impacts that will reshape consumer demand patterns, 
therefore understanding tourist perceptions of climate change impacts is central to more 
accurate projections of tourist demand. 
 
The tourism economy is predicated on personal mobility and regulatory initiatives developed to 
mitigate climate change will have significant impacts on transport systems and thus the mobility 
of tourists.  The impacts of forthcoming climate policy on tourism demand are expected to be 
most pronounced in destinations which are the most peripheral and least accessible to markets.  
Consequently, it is anticipated that the integrated effects of climatic change, climate-induced 
environmental change, and climate change policy will have far-reaching impacts on tourism 
destinations; impacts which are already becoming evident at destinations in the US and around 
the world.  
 
All tourism businesses and destinations will need to adapt to climate change in order to 
minimize associated risks and capitalize upon new opportunities, in an economically, socially 
and environmentally sustainable manner.  Although, climate change is slowly entering into 
decision-making of a range of tourism stakeholders (e.g., investors, insurance companies, 
tourism enterprises, governments, and tourists), knowledge of the capability of current climate 
adaptations to cope successfully with future climate change remains rudimentary within the 
sector.   
 
Tourism and recreation are important aspects of the Southwest economy. The regional 
manifestations of climate change will generate both negative and positive impacts in the tourism 
sector, with differential vulnerability by market segment and destination.  Changes elsewhere in 
the tourism system (impacts in competing destinations and source markets, transportation 
costs) will also be extremely important for the Southwest.  This presentation will provide an 
overview of these challenges to the competitiveness and sustainability of tourism in the 
Southwest. 
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