










NALSA

                         Arizona Law’s Native American Law Student Association was extremely  
                         active this year, with thirty members from all over the U.S. and from  
                         many different tribal nations. The chapter strives to provide a place for  
                         American Indian law students, as well as those interested in Indian law,  
                         and is active at the local, state, and national levels. Two members  
                         recently completed a stint on the National NALSA executive board, and  
three were elected to next year’s board. 

Four teams represented Arizona Law at the National Native American Law Student 
Association annual moot court competition the weekend of February 27-28, 2009. All 
four teams were well-prepared on a difficult and interesting case exploring a state 
university’s tuition waiver policy in light of state and federal constitutional provisions. The 
problem explored the intersection of affirmative action, diversity as a goal in university 
admissions, and whether Indians constitute a racial or a political class. In all, 44 teams 
from law schools across the country competed in this year’s competition. Two of Arizona 
Law’s teams (Tory & Katie and Leah & Jesse) advanced to the “Sweet Sixteen” round of 
the competition, and Leah and Jesse went on to the “Elite Eight” round. 

NALSA Highlights

National NALSA Chapter 
of the Year

Leah Lussier 
(Red Lake Ojibwe) 

National NALSA 2L Student 
of the Year

Host, National NALSA 
Writing Competition

Recipient (along with LLSA) 
SBA Joint Collaboration 

Award

National NALSA Moot Court

Leah Lussier 
Jesse Sixkiller

Torivio Fodder  
Katherin Grounds

Johanna Farmer  
Morgan Rodman

Trinidad Contreras 
Carlene Tenakhongva
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