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DESCRIPTION

This course will explore the impact of externalities that affect the attorney-client relationship.  We will discuss the impact of linguistic, cultural, and social differences between lawyers and their clients.  We will also cover the utility of engaging multi-disciplinary techniques to resolve legal problems.  Much discussion will center on broadening traditional conceptions of practice and developing an understanding of holistic representation and therapeutic law practice.  

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

Students will be required to participate in a number of interviewing and counseling exercises and to write short reaction papers exploring application of one more of these new approaches to productive attorney-client relationships.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. To develop awareness of the complexity of client-attorney communication

2. To introduce students to interviewing methodology and concepts which facilitate cross-cultural representation (cultural defined in its broadest sense)

3. To examine the utility of other disciplines (sociology, anthropology, and psychology) in improving client-attorney interactions.

4. To compare traditional, holistic, and therapeutic law practice.

COURSE GRADING:  This is a Fail/Pass/High Pass Course
1. Class Participation 25% (Because this class requires active learning I need to give a substantial amount of credit  to participation)

2. Class Attendance (1% will be deducted for each missed class for the same reasons as outlined for class participation)

3. Assignments 75% 

A note on the written assignments:   Although no additional research is required, I expect papers to incorporate the assigned reading and the secondary sources that I have placed on the blackboard. 

READING ASSIGNMENTS
January 16
Cross-Cultural Competence
Alfieri, Reconstructive Poverty Law Practice: Learning Lessons of Client Narrative
(On Blackboard)

White, Subordination, Rhetorical Survival Skills, and Sunday Shoes: Notes on the Hearing of Mrs. G.

(On Blackboard)

January 23

Cross-Cultural Competence

Miller, Telling Stories About them

(On Blackboard)

Delgado, Storytelling for Oppositionist and Others: A plea for Narrative
(On Blackboard)
Silver, Emotional Competence, Multicultural Lawyering, and Race
(Reader) 
January 30

Building Bridges: Across Cross-Cultural Barriers
Bryant, Five Habits: Building Cross-Cultural Competence in Lawyers

(Reader)

MutiCultural toolkit

(Reader)

Espinoza, “Legal Narratives, Therapeutic Narratives: The Invisibility and Omnipresence of Race and Gender”

(Reader)

February 6

Building Bridges: Across Linguistic Barriers
McCaffrey, Don’t Get Lost in Translation: Teaching Law Students to Work with Language Interpreters
(Reader)
February 13

{First Paper: Cross-Cultural Competence Due}
Self in the Representation
Silver, Love, Hate and Other Emotional Interference in the Lawyer/Client Relationship
(Reader)

Bandes, Repression, and Denial in Criminal Lawyering
(Reader)

February 20 
Self in Representation
Schiltz, On Being a Happy, Healthy, and Ethical Member of an Unhappy, Unhealthy, and Unethical Profession
(On Blackboard)
February 27 

{Second Paper: Transference Paper Due}
Therapeutic Jurisprudence
Wexler, TJ, and the Culture of Critique

(Reader)

Wexler, An orientation to TJ

(Reader)
Stolle & Wexler, TJ and Preventive law: A combined concentration to invigorate the practice of law

Wexler: Practicing TJ: Psycholegal Soft Spots and Strategies

March 13 (Spring Break)

March 20

Particular Clients in Particular Practices: Family

A TJ Approach to the legal processing of DV cases
(Reader) 

Maxwell, Preventive Lawyering Strategies to mitigate the detrimental effect of clients’ divorces on their children

(Reader)
Erez & Hartley, Battered Immigrant Women and the Legal System

(On blackboard)
March 27

Particular Clients in Particular Practices: Criminal Practice
Zora, TJ as an integrative approach to Understanding the Socio-psychological reality of young offenders

(Reader)
Wexler A Tripartite Framework for incorporating TJ in Criminal law education, research and practice?

(Reader)
Wexler, “Therapeutic Jurisprudence, and the Criminal Courts”

(Reader)
April 3

Particular Clients in Particular Practices: Civil Practice

Winick, TJ and the Role of Counsel in Litigation
(Reader)
Stampel, Theralaw and the Law Business Paradigm Debate?

(Reader)
April 10 

{Third Paper: Client-Centered Representation Paper Due}
Putting it together: Reinventing Interviewing 
Chapter 4: Beginning the Legal Interview

Chapter 5: Hearing the Client’s Story

Chapter 6: Developing the Client’s Story

April 17 

Putting it together: Reinventing Counseling
Chapter 1: Three Models of Legal Counseling

Chapter 2: The Games Lawyers Play: How Lawyers Control Clients

Chapter 7: Decision Making
Chapter 8: Client Counseling

April  24
{Fourth Paper: Lessons learned Paper Due}

No Class
