Problem Solving Justice: Courts as Agents of Social Change

Spring 2006 Semester

Fordham University School of Law

 140 West 62nd Street, Room 215

Monday evenings – 7:50 – 9:35

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING CRITERIA

I. 
Course Requirements 
· Three Papers (or two longer papers – see below)

· Participation in One Class Debate

· Class Discussion
Paper Topics and Due Dates 
Certain common issues consistently emerge when examining problem-solving courts. They include:

· Paternalism
· Net widening
· Social control of individual behavior by the court
· Separation of powers doctrine
· Dangers of a non-adversarial model
· Previous failure of the rehabilitative model
· Pro-active judging vs. the neutral arbiter
· Focus on process vs. outcome
Students will write three papers, 4-5 pages each, which address any of these issues or other concerns identified by the students in the context of the following problem-solving courts.  

· Drug Courts 

· Mental Health Courts

· Domestic Violence Courts

· Community Courts

· Family Courts

The papers are not intended to require a great deal of research but rather should include student reactions to and analysis of the issues and questions raised by these courts. Papers are due on February 21; April 3; and April 24, 2006.

Note: Students have the option of writing two papers, 7-8 pages each. They are due on March 20th and April 24th. 

Class Debates
Each student will be required to participate in one of three class debates. The debates are scheduled for January 30th, February 21st, and March 6th. Please refer to your Course Outline for topics. Course professors will assign students to their specific debate.
For the debate, please read assigned materials and be prepared to respond to questions posed by the professors and the students.
Class Discussion

Given the structure and size of the class, active participation from all students is critical to a stimulating and thought provoking experience. Accordingly, a percentage of the final grade will reflect the student’s contribution to class discussion.

II.
Grading Criteria
· Three papers 

60% (20% for each paper)*

Each paper should be approximately 4-5 pages. 




The following will be assessed:

· Basic Content-Issue identification

· Depth of analysis

· Originality

· Effectiveness of expression

· Style, citation form
· One debate


20%

· Class participation
20% 





   

100%

*If two papers (7-8 pages) are submitted, each paper will constitute 30% of the grade.
