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Welcome to Therapeutic Jurisprudence. The course is a three hour credit course designed for second and third year students. The course syllabus reflects what I hope to cover this semester. As we go through the semester, I will inform you in advance as to your assignments. A complete course description, course objectives and course materials are outlined below.  


The final exam for the course is self-scheduled, with additional details to be provided at the end of the semester. 


Course Description: Therapeutic Jurisprudence (TJ) is an interdisciplinary approach to law that builds on the basic insight that law is a social factor that has inevitable and oftentimes unintended consequences for those it affects. This survey course of the subject  focuses on this traditionally under appreciated dimension of the law by examining and importing relevant contributions from psychology, criminology, social work, and related disciplines. Generally, the course will examine four basic overlapping areas of inquiry: (1) The role of the law in producing psychological dysfunction; (2) Therapeutic aspects of the law; (3) Therapeutic aspects of the legal system; and (4) Therapeutic aspects of judicial and legal roles. Further, the course is designed to emphasize how therapeutic jurisprudence may enrich the practice of law,  including such areas as mental health law, criminal law and procedure, torts, family and juvenile law.

Course Objectives: 
(1) To introduce students to the substantive and procedural legal issues as it relates to therapeutic jurisprudence.

(2) To compare traditional, adversarial lawyering and court process to a new collaborative and transformed process.

(3) To develop critical thinking and inquiry on the part of students as to how therapeutic jurisprudence may be applicable in a variety of legal disciplines.

(4) To permit students to examine the psychological, moral, ethical and human aspects of legal matters in modern society from the standpoint of therapeutic jurisprudence. 

Required Course Materials:  Practicing Therapeutic Jurisprudence, by Dennis Stolle, David Wexler and Bruce Winick, (Carolina Academic Press, 2000). We will also use other selected readings from

articles, law reviews and journals.

Course Syllabus
Assignment 1:   Read - An Overview of Therapeutic Jurisprudence, see Web site of the International Network on Therapeutic Jurisprudence: http://www.law.arizona.edu/depts/upr-intj/.

Assignment 2:  Read - Chapter 15, Therapeutic Jurisprudence and the Culture of Critique.

Assignment 3:  Read - After word, beginning at page 465, The Role of Therapeutic Jurisprudence within the Comprehensive Law Movement.


Assignment 4:  Read - Chapter 1, Integrating Preventive Law and Therapeutic Jurisprudence: A Law and Psychology Based Approach to Lawyering. 

Assignment 5:  Read - Chapter 2, Practicing Therapeutic Jurisprudence: Psycholegal Soft Spots and Strategies.

Assignment 6:  Read - Chapter 11, Therapeutic Jurisprudence and the Role of Counsel in Litigation.

Assignment 7:  Read - Article, When Time Does Not Heal, 6 Psych. Pub. Pol. And L. 880.

Assignments 8 & 9:  Read - Therapeutic Jurisprudence and Tort Law: A Limited Subjective Standard of Care. (To be handed out).  Read - The Psychology of Compensation in Tort Law. (To be handed out).  (2 classes).

Assignments 10, 11, 12, & 13:  Read - Article, Some Reflections on Therapeutic Jurisprudence and the Practice of Criminal Law, 38 Crim. Law Bulletin 205.  Read -  Article, The Difficult Role of the Defense Lawyer in a Post- Adjudication Drug Treatment Court, 38 Crim. Law Bulletin 216. Read - Chapter 9, Relapse Prevention Planning Principles for Criminal Law Practice . Read - Article, Therapeutic Jurisprudence and the Rehabilitative Role of the Criminal Defense Lawyer. (To be handed out).  Read - Chapter 10, Redefining the Role of the Criminal Defense Lawyer at Plea Bargaining and Sentencing. 

(4 classes).

Assignments 14, 15, 16, & 17:  Read - Chapter 6, Preventive Lawyering Strategies to Mitigate the Detrimental Effects of Clients’ Divorces on their Children. Read - Article, And Never the Twain Shall Meet: The Best Interests of Children and the Adversary System, 52 U. Miami L. Rev. 79.  Read - Chapter 7, Collaborative Law: What It Is and Why Lawyers Need to Know About It.  Read - Chapter 8, A Therapeutic Jurisprudence and Preventive Law Approach to Family Law.  (4 classes).

Assignment 18:  Read - Chapter 3, Better Legal Counseling Through Empirical Research, and look at Questionnaire beginning on page 493.  

Assignment 19:  Read - A Therapeutic Jurisprudence Model for Civil Commitment. (To be handed out).

Assignment 20:  Read - The Side Effects of Incompetency Labeling and the Implications for Mental Health Law. (To be handed out).

Assignment 21:  Read - The Jurisprudence of the Insanity Defense. (To be handed out).

Assignment 22:  Read - Article, Judging for the New Millennium, 37,Court Review 4. Read - Article, Robes and Rehabilitation: How Judges Can Help Offenders “Make Good”, 38 Court Review 18. 

Assignment 23: Read - Public Trust and Procedural Change and A Change-Focused Approach for Judges. (To be handed out).

Assignment 24: Read - The Judge-Defendant Interaction: Toward a Shared Respect Process and The Therapeutic Value of the Civil Commitment Hearing. (To be handed out).

Course Grading: Final Grade in the course shall be determined as follows:

75% - final examination; 15% class attendance; 15% class participation. 

Please feel free to stop by my office or drop me an email any time. I am happy to help you in any way possible.
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