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Welcome to an externship in Therapeutic Courts. The course earns a maximum of three hour credits. As with other externships, it is graded pass/fail. Although there will be no final examination for the course, there are a number of required assignments that must be completed in order to receive credit. Course description, course objectives and criteria for course credit are outlined below.


Course Description: The course will introduce students to the concept of Therapeutic Courts. The Therapeutic Courts Practice Externship offers students the opportunity to participate in specialized alcohol and drug courts in either a juvenile or circuit court of the Commonwealth. Students will be assigned to work under the supervision of a judge, prosecutor and/or public defender as they learn about new and innovative alternatives to the traditional approach of the administration of justice.

Course Objectives: 
(1) To introduce students to the concept of Therapeutic Jurisprudence.

(2) To provide opportunities for students to participate with an alcohol or drug court judge, prosecutor and/or public defender as they administer a specialized docket in a Virginia Court.

(3) To stimulate thinking by students about the new and innovative strategies of Therapeutic Courts as an alternative to the traditional approach.

Course Outline for Therapeutic Courts Practice Externship:

 The course schedule is flexible in order to accommodate the schedule of participating students. 

1.
Students will meet with instructor for orientation and an introduction to the course. Students will be assigned to a court of interest.

2. 
 Students will have ongoing opportunities to interact with judges, prosecutors, public defenders and other members of the alcohol and drug court team as part of the externship.

3.
Students will meet on a regular basis with the course instructor to discuss the externship, case management, and other assigned tasks.

Course Credit: Student credit for this course shall be determined by the following criteria:

1. Attendance and participation (as permitted by the court) at court dockets and court staffing sessions.

2. Attendance and participation at class and/or individual meetings to discuss course progress.

3. Students will be required to maintain a case management log consisting of their observations and analyses of what they observe. This will be submitted to the course instructor at the end of the course. Often, class meetings focus on discussions that relate to student logs. 

4. Students may be assigned to work on special tasks related to the externship by the course instructor or the field instructor.


5. As with all externships, a written report is required at the conclusion of the course.


It is my hope that you will find this externship personally and professionally rewarding.

 Good Luck!!!

Please feel free to stop by my office or drop me an email any time. I am happy to help you in any way possible.
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