
This work brings scholarly analysis and examples of practical application to an evolving judicial
role and concept of justice. Part I of this book describes the newly emerging problem-solving courts (such
as drug treatment courts, domestic violence courts, mental health courts, etc.)
and other related approaches to problem-solving judging and judging with an
explicit ethic of care. It shows how judges can use therapeutic jurisprudence not
only in specialized problem-solving courts, but in general civil and criminal judi-
cial settings as well.

In Part II, the book covers emerging “principles” of therapeutic jurispru-
dence that seem to be at work in successful judicial approaches: how courts can
encourage offender reform, how they can help offenders develop problem-solving
and coping skills, how they can encourage offender compliance with release con-
ditions, how they can serve as effective risk managers, and much more.
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“Therapeutic Jurisprudence offers a new vantage point from which to view some old problems....It is a lens with
which to see other, sometimes overlooked effects of what we do, and to consider whether changes we could make
would produce even better results for those touched by our work.”
—Steve Leben, Kansas District Judge; Editor, Court Review; Adjunct Professor of Law, University of Missouri-Kansas City

“We can no longer afford to have a judicial system that does not reflect the insights of Therapeutic Jurisprudence
and the multidisciplinary approach of this book.”
—Nathalie Des Rosiers, President, Law Commission of Canada and Professor of Law, University of Ottawa

“An excellent reference source for those members of the judiciary who have been practicing Therapeutic
Jurisprudence in a theoretical and jurisprudential vacuum.”
—Jelena Popovic, Deputy Chief Magistrate, Victoria, Australia


