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Environmental Law and Policy Certificate Program

The College of Law is pleased to announce a certificate program in Environmental Law and Policy.  The program offers a structured curriculum preparing students for careers in environmental, natural resources and energy law and a credential attesting to their commitment and training in the field.  Professor Kirsten H. Engel, with assistance from Professors Marc Miller, Robert Glennon, Carol Rose and David Gantz, serves as the Director of the Certificate Program.  

I.  Requirements for Receiving a Certificate at the time of graduation

To obtain a certificate upon graduation, a student must, at the time of his/her graduation, demonstrate satisfactory completion of the following requirements:

A. Minimum Grade Point Average

At the time he/she is awarded his/her J.D., the student must have a cumulative grade point average of 2.75 or better.  

B. Courses

	The student must demonstrate satisfactory completion of the following:

1. Environmental Law (3 units).

2. Administrative Law (3 units).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Mastery of the key concepts of Administrative Law is critical to a successful understanding and practice of Environmental Law.  Much of the substance of Environmental Law is made by administrative agencies such as the Environmental Protection Agency pursuant to statutory delegations from Congress.  Administrative Law dictates the procedures agencies must use in promulgating regulations and adjudicating disputes as well as the opportunities for persons outside the agency to influence the agency’s decisionmaking and to challenge the agency’s final decision in court.  In the opinion of many environmental attorneys, the practice of Environmental Law is essentially the practice of Administration Law as applied to environmental issues.] 


3. A minimum of 11 units, other than Environmental Law and Administrative Law, chosen from among the courses listed on the Environmental Law website (www.law.arizona.edu/environment) that are offered within the College of Law, offered within another department, school or college at the University of Arizona and cross-listed as a Law course, or a course for which the student has received the Director’s pre-approval to apply toward the Certificate.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Up to two credits earned by the student for his or her work as a member of the Arizona Journal of Environmental Law and Policy may be applied to satisfy this 11 credit requirement.] 


4. Of the 11 units listed under #3, three of the units must be received from one or more courses offered in a department, school or college other than the University of Arizona College of Law.  The course may be cross-listed as a Law College course, but must originate from a department, school or college other than the Law College.  The purpose of this requirement is to encourage students to take advantage of the wealth of environmental course offerings available in the University as a whole and to ensure that Certificate students’ knowledge of environmental law and policy is informed by exposure to related disciplines such as political science, economics, geography, soil science, natural resources, geosciences, and ecology.  The Environmental Law website (www.law.arizona.edu/environment) will maintain an up-to-date list of all environmental courses originating in other schools, departments or colleges that the student may apply toward the Certificate without obtaining the Director’s approval.  With the Director’s approval, students may apply other courses originating in a non-Law department, school or college toward the Certificate.  

5. A research paper on an environmental law topic written for credit as part of a seminar, independent study or law journal membership and supervised by a faculty member or other approved person.  The research paper may be in the form of a law journal note or comment.  Academic credit received for the submission of the paper in a course or for a law journal may be applied toward the satisfaction of the 11 units under A.3.  Students must fill out and obtain pre-approval for their research paper topic.  The Environmental Law and Policy Certificate Research Paper Topic Pre-Approval form is available on the Environmental law Program website at:  www.law.arizona.edu/environment.  Should the student change the topic of his/her  research paper subsequent to obtaining pre-approval, the student must obtain approval for his/her revised topic and fill out a new pre-approval form.  Once completed, the student should post, in his/her D2L drop box (see below), his/her current pre-approval form.

Class of 2012 only:  Students from the Class of 2012 who wish to receive a Certificate but who have already completed a substantial paper or journal note or comment on an environmental topic should submit their paper to the Director upon their enrollment in the program (see below) to obtain approval to use their paper to satisfy this research paper requirement.

C.  Presentation Attendance Requirement 

Students must attend and complete a short writing assignment associated with a minimum number of environmental law and policy presentations or workshops.  

A student may fulfill this “presentation attendance” requirement in one of two ways:    

1. Through satisfactory completion of one semester of the Environmental, Law, Economics and Governance Workshop (one unit, Pass/Fail); or by

2. Attending, over the course of their law school career, a total of ten presentations offered as part of the Environmental Law, Economics and Governance Workshop (ELEG), the Environmental Breakfast Club or announced by the Law College or by the University of Arizona’s Institute of the Environment, and posting, to his/her D2L drop box, a 250-500 word commentary on each presentation.  The commentary should identify the speaker, briefly summarize one or more of the main points of the presentation and offer a perspective on the topic.  (Students are encouraged to write their commentaries in a format appropriate for posting on the Environmental Law webpage.).

Class of 2012 only:  Students in the Class of 2012 enrolled in the Certificate program may satisfy the Presentation Attendance in the manner set forth above but if not through the ELEG Workshop, by posting five commentaries to his/her D2L site, rather than 10.

D. Practice Experience

The student must engage in 50 hours of legal practice experience that has as its primary focus an aspect of environmental, natural resources, or energy law.  The experience can be paid or volunteer, in a public or private entity.  Where a student is engaged in a work or volunteer experience where only a portion of the hours worked relate to environmental law, the student may apply just those hours to the Certificate (e.g., the hours spent on the one environmental law assignment the student received during a summer job in a law firm).  The student may also combine the hours spent working on environmental matters for different entities in order to total the 50 hours required.  Finally, students may apply, toward satisfaction of the 50 hour requirement, the hours they spend on an externship for which they receive academic credit.  The student may also apply any credit units earned as part of such an externship toward satisfaction of the total credit hours required under I.B.3 above.  

Faculty members engaged in environmental law teaching are willing to assist prospective Certificate students in identifying appropriate practice opportunities.  

To demonstrate satisfaction of the 50 hour practice component, the student must post, to his/her drop box, a scanned letter, preferably on letterhead, from his/her supervisor(s) stating the number of hours that the student has performed, the approximate time period during which the hours were performed, and further stating that the hours were devoted to a matter of law or policy related to environmental protection, natural resources management or energy.

II. Procedures for Enrolling in the Certificate Program and Demonstrating satisfaction of Certificate Requirements

1. Enrollment 

Any student enrolled in the J.D. program and who, at the time, has a cumulative GPA of 2.75 or better, may enroll in the Certificate program.  With the exception of students in the class of 2012, students should enroll no earlier than their third semester of law school and prior to the beginning of their fifth semester of law school.  Enrollment consists of sending an email to Carolyn Ward at Carol.Ward@email.arizona.edu or Professor Engel at engel@law.arizona.edu (1) expressing his/her interest in enrolling in the Certificate program, (2) listing the semester the student expects to be awarded his/her J.D. degree; and (3) certifying that the student has a GPA of 2.75 or greater.  

2. Certificate D2L Site

Upon receipt of the student’s email requesting enrollment in the Certificate program and verification of the information provided therein, the student will be granted access to the Environmental Law and Policy D2L site.  The site will function as a forum through which the student will be informed of matters relevant to the Certificate program and through which the student can communicate with the Director and with other pre-certificate students.  Each student on the site will have access to his/her own “drop box” to which he/she must post all documents needed for the student to demonstrate satisfactory completion of the Certificate requirements.  Such drop box will be viewable only by the student, the Director and other authorized faculty and staff.  

Documents that the students will need to post to their drop box include:

a. A completed Environmental Law and Policy Certificate Research Paper Topic Pre-Approval form.
b. Where the student chooses to fulfill the Presentation Attendance requirement through I.B.2., copies of the student’s 4 written commentaries.
c. Scanned letter(s), preferably on letterhead, from the student’s supervisor(s) stating the number of environmental law practice hours that the student performed.
d. A completed Request for Certificate in Environmental Law and Policy form (see below).
e. A copy of the student’s law school transcript, current at the time he/she requests a Certificate (See below).

3. Meeting with the Director   
Students are strongly encouraged to meet with the Director soon after enrolling in the Certificate program.  Such a meeting provides an opportunity to discuss how the student plans to fulfill the requirements of the Certificate and have any questions about the Certificate program answered in person.  

4.  Pre-approval of Substantial Paper Topic

As discussed above, students must obtain pre-approval for their environmental research paper topic prior to requesting a Certificate and optimally, prior to writing their research paper.  Such approval is designed to avoid situations where the student has already written a paper based upon the expectation that it can be used to fulfill the research paper requirement but later discovers that the topic is not suitable for satisfying the requirement.  
5. Request for Certificate in Environmental Law and Policy

By November 15 where the student expect to receive his/her J.D. at the end of the fall semester and by April 1st where he/she expects to receive his/her degree at the conclusion of the spring semester, all enrolled students must scan and post in their drop box a completed “Request for Certificate in Environmental Law and Policy” form together with any supporting documentation required by the form.  The Request for Certificate in Environmental Law and Policy form is available on the Environmental Program website at http://www.law.arizona.edu/environment/.  Such documents shall be referred to as the student’s “Certificate dossier.”  Once the student has assembled all required documents, he/she should email Carol Ward at Carol.Ward@law.arizona.edu to inform Ms. Ward that his/her Certificate dossier is ready for review.  The Director will subsequently inform he student as to whether he/she will be receiving a Certificate in Environmental Law and Policy.

6.  Availability of Certificate Describing the Student’s Subspecialty in Environmental Law and Policy

In his/her completed Request for Certificate in Environmental Law and Policy, a student may request that his/her Certificate describe the area of environmental law and policy on which he/she concentrated as a student.  To be eligible for this description of the student’s study, the student must have taken at least six credits in the area of emphasis.  If granted, the student’s certificate will state that the student is being awarded a “Certificate in Environmental Law and Policy with an Emphasis in [particular area of environmental law requested by the student, such as “Water Law” or “Native American Natural Resources Law”, etc.].  The addition of any such description of the student’s concentration on the Certificate shall be at the Director’s discretion.  In the absence of a request for the addition of a concentration, the student will receive a “Certificate in Environmental Law and Policy.”  
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